
Professional Development Workshop for eTwinning Ambassadors in Athens. 
 

Between the 8th and 10th November, 2012, I had the opportunity to attend for a PDW for 
eTwinning ambassadors in Athens Greece.  This was a very enriching experience for me as 

I learnt a lot.  I also had the opportunity to deliver a 20 minutes presentation about “Sharing 

Science”.  There were 120 educators from 24 countries.   

 

 
 

The aim of my presentation was to give ideas to the ambassadors in the different countries 
to promote eTwinning in Science.   I gave several examples from my previous projects how 
teachers can implement eTwinning in their lessons.  This is because the great advantages 
that there are, far outweigh the disadvantages.   
Ideas of sharing science: 
 

- share all lesson plans, resources and video clips of all lessons and experiments 
- choose one single topic to do it a project with other schools 
- choose only one single aspect of the topic to share it 
- sharing experiments only 
- compare and contrast an ecosystem in Malta and in other countries 
- study particular flowers or reptiles or birds or plants in the different countries 
- study biodiversity of different biomes in the different countries 

- study healthy living – doing questionnaires in Malta and the other countries and 

compare and contrast 
- study different habits like smoking, drinking alcohol, drugs, medicines, etc in the 

different countries 
- share information about different scientists or scientific work in the different countries 
- unlimited ideas 

 
 
In this article, that will be read by some Maltese teachers, I would like to explain some of the 
advantages of eTwinning in Science. 
 
In a normal classroom situation, a teacher enters the class or lab, and delivers all her 
lessons in the same four walls.  In situations where the science lab is old, needs paint, is not 
inviting etc... a teacher might feel less motivated, bored and without enthusiasm.  eTwinning 
gives the teacher the opportunity to eliminate the constraints of the four walls of the lab, and 
invite other teachers and students from other countries to join the lesson thanks to the 
twinspace. So now, in the lab, there are not only the Maltese students, but there are 



numerous students and teachers from different countries, different cultures, different 
syllabuses, different mentalities and different knowledge.  A teacher no longer enters the lab 
and does the usual attendance of her 15 or so students.  She can switch on the interactive 

whiteboard and laptop, enter the twinspace and open the “see all members” part.  This 

includes all the students that she would have invited and all other teachers participating from 
other countries together with their students.  All students are given a user name and 
password to enter here. 
 

 
 

There she can check, together with her students, who entered the twinspace, at what time, 
and at what date.  Like this, all the students and teachers know who were those members 
who were active on the twinspace between one lesson and the other.  
 

 
 

Why do members enter the twinspace? 
 
A normal lesson has a duration of 45 minutes, or one hour thirty minutes if it is a double 
lesson.  So a lesson has a time constraint.  But not with eTwinning.  The twinspace offers 
the possibility of eliminating the constraints of time.  Why?  Twinspace is like facebook, msn, 
or other social networking where a discussion can continue at any time.  If there are 
discussions or questions that were not cleared during a lesson because the bell rang, the 
students and teachers can always enter the twinspace after school hours and continue 
discussing there.  There are various ways and means how to do this: 
 

1.  chat – the easiest method.  It happens in real time.  One writes the question or 

statement and the other/s answer or comment. 



 
 

2. forum – one can leave a statement / question and others check it out and reply at 

any time they want  - but the most important thing is that the question / comment is 
answered and is available for everyone to see at any time. 

3. blog – everyone can leave a post about the topic that has been started in class, and 

all members can add other posts of information for everyone else to see. 

4. file archive – where the students can upload their word documents (hw, research 

etc), power points, video clips, podcasts, etc. .. Teachers can upload their lesson 

plans, homeworks, power points etc.  Like that you’ll end up with an archive of all 

your work. 
 

 
 

5. photo gallery – where students and teachers can upload their photos. 

6. web content gallery – where the students can embed the embed code of their work 

on web 2.0 tools e.g. youtube links, glogsters, prezi, mixbook, issuu, etc. . .  
 

 



 

7. wiki – students and teachers can build up a wiki with all the information of the project.   

8. and much more. . . .  
 

In the twinspace there are also the pupils’ corner where the students can discuss through a 

forum;  a teachers’ corner – that the students cannot access (this is good for sharing lesson 

plans among teachers, and for example sharing ideas about inquiry based learning, good 
techniques to deal with high achievers or low achievers, slow students, students with special 
needs etc) 
 

There is also the mail.  This is good because teachers and students don’t need to reveal 

their own email addresses but they can just select the name of the person from the ones 
listed in the project and the email arrives safely. 
 

 
 

By describing all these media and facilities, I hope I managed to explain how using 
eTwinning, one can eliminate the time constraints of the lessons, and the space constraints 
by sharing all the work with other students and teachers from other countries. 
What can be shared? 
 

- lesson plans between teachers 
- ideas between teachers 
- knowledge of different syllabuses of the same subject in different countries 
- ideas of how to tackle a topic 
- ideas of how different teachers assess 
- ideas of how to include more inquiry based learning during a lesson 
- ideas of how to deal with challenging behaviour, slow learning students, high 

achievers, students with special needs etc. . . .  
- sharing teaching resources e.g. a good power point, prezi, video clip, youtube clip, 

vimeo clip, quiz, etc. . .  
- students get to know each others, other countries, other cultures, other ways of life 

etc. . . 
- students share their work, presentations, video clips, learn how to explain to 

foreigners, etc.  
 



 
 

- students comment about each others work – learn how to critizise, learn how to give 

feedback, learn how to interpret feedback and positive critisism etc. .  
-  

 

 
 

Benefits of eTwinning 
 

- students and teachers get the satisfaction of seeing their work appreciated by other 
students and teachers in other countries 



- students become more motivated to do better, to share better work, to see others’ 
work and comment about it, look forward to read the comments on his/her own work 
etc. ..  

- students and teachers learn more by sharing 
- they create a database of all work done during a scholastic year 
- parents from home, can follow perfectly what their children are doing at school, 

seeing their video clips, seeing their work uploaded etc… 

 
How detailed must a project be? 
 

- it can be a simple project of just sharing word documents 
- sharing power point presentations only 
- sharing prezi and other web 2.0 tools 
- creating a book of information between all the participating countires 
- use multiple media like podcasts, video clips, word, power points, photos, etc. . .  
- a project can be long and detailed as much as the partners decide. 
- produce a video 
- produce a radio programme 
- produce different documentaries 
- no limits 

 
Is there any help? 
 

- the NSS are always ready to help by emails, telephone calls, visits to school, 
seminars, PDWs etc. 

- the eTwinning ambassadors are always willing to help by emails, telephone calls etc. 
. . too. 
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