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SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2013 

 

Welcome children. During this session you will be listening to two 

passages. You may now look at Task One. (Allow a 30 second pause 
while students familiarise themselves with the paper.) 
 

Procedure for Task One 
 

Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. 

Now listen to these animal facts. If you wish you may start 

completing the exercises as you listen.  
 

Fascinating Animal Facts 

 

Do fish sleep? 

When fish sleep their bodies slow down but their brain keeps working.  

They do not have eyelids, so they cannot close their eyes but they 

become less aware of their environment.  So yes, fish do sleep but not 

quite in the way that we think of sleep. 

 

Why do elephants have big ears? 

Its enormous body size means that there is a constant danger that an 

elephant will overheat. The elephant’s ears act like a car radiator – as 

the blood flows through the large surface area of the ears a breeze 

will cool it down. If there is no breeze, the elephant will often be seen 

gently flapping its ears. 

 

Why do I find spiders in my bath? 

Baths are a kind of spider trap.  The main reason you find spiders in 

your bath is that they can’t get out! There are more spiders in most 
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homes than we realise. When one slips into your bath, the slippery 

sides make it almost impossible for the spider to escape. 

 

Why do bats hang upside down? 

Bats are often found in caves and other dark places. It is safer for 

them to rest off the ground, but in most caves there isn’t much to 

hold onto. To overcome this problem bats have special claws on their 

feet. They use these claws to grip the rocks on the cave’s ceiling.  This 

means that bats have no other choice but to hang upside down! 
 

Taken from: Focus on Comprehension -Book 3 (Collins) 
 

Listen to the sentences. Underline the correct word in each 

sentence. The first one has been done for you. (leave a  pause 
between each number) 
 

A) Underline the correct word:     
 

1) The elephant has (a tiny, a small, an enormous) body. 

The correct answer is an enormous body. 
2) Fish do not have (eyelids, eyelashes, eyebrows). 

3) The elephant’s ears act like a car (engine, radiator, air condition) 

to help it cool down. 

4) Bats can be found in (cottages, caravans, caves). 

5) Bats use their claws to (grip, break, see) the rock on the cave’s 

ceiling. 
 

Listen to the sentences. Fill in with the correct word. The first 

one has been done for you. (leave a  pause between each number) 
 

B) Fill in the blanks with the most suitable word:  
 

1) Baths are a kind of spider trap. 

The correct answer is trap. 
2) When fish sleep their ____________ slow down. 

3) If there is no breeze, the elephant _______________ its ears 

to cool itself down. 

4) The slippery __________ of a bath make it impossible for a 

spider to climb out. 

5) Bats can be found in _______________places. 
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Now listen to the passage again. 

 

Fascinating Animal Facts 

 

Do fish sleep? 

When fish sleep their bodies slow down but their brain keeps working.  

They do not have eyelids, so they cannot close their eyes but they 

become less aware of their environment.  So yes, fish do sleep but not 

quite in the way that we think of sleep. 

 

Why do elephants have big ears? 

Its enormous body size means that there is a constant danger that an 

elephant will overheat. The elephant’s ears act like a car radiator – as 

the blood flows through the large surface area of the ears a breeze 

will cool it down. If there is no breeze, the elephant will often be seen 

gently flapping its ears. 

 

Why do I find spiders in my bath? 

Baths are a kind of spider trap.  The main reason you find spiders in 

your bath is that they can’t get out! There are more spiders in most 

homes than we realise. When one slips into your bath, the slippery 

sides make it almost impossible for the spider to escape. 

 

Why do bats hang upside down? 

Bats are often found in caves and other dark places. It is safer for 

them to rest off the ground, but in most caves there isn’t much to 

hold onto. To overcome this problem bats have special claws on their 

feet. They use these claws to grip the rocks on the cave’s ceiling.  This 

means that bats have no other choice but to hang upside down! 
 

Taken from: Focus on Comprehension -Book 3 (Collins) 

 

Listen to the sentences. Underline the correct word in each 

sentence. The first one has been done for you. (leave a  pause 
between each number) 
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A) Underline the correct word:     
 

1) The elephant has (a tiny, a small, an enormous) body. 

The correct answer is an enormous body. 
2) Fish do not have (eyelids, eyelashes, eyebrows). 

3) The elephant’s ears act like a car (engine, radiator, air condition) 

to help it cool down. 

4) Bats can be found in (cottages, caravans, caves). 

5) Bats use their claws to (grip, break, see) the rock on the cave’s 

ceiling. 
 

Listen to the sentences. Fill in with the correct word. The first 

one has been done for you. (leave a  pause between each number) 
 

B) Fill in the blanks with the most suitable word:  

 

1) Baths are a kind of spider trap. 

The correct answer is trap. 
2) When fish sleep their ____________ slow down. 

3) If there is no breeze, the elephant _______________ its ears 

to cool itself down. 

4) The slippery __________ of a bath make it impossible for a 

spider to climb out. 

5) Bats can be found in _______________places. 

 

You now have one minute to check your answers. (1 minute) 
This is the end of Task One. 

Now we are going to proceed to Task Two. 

 

Procedure for Task Two 
 

Look at Task Two. 

(Allow a 30 second pause while students familiarise themselves with 
the pages.) 
 

Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. If you wish 

you may start completing the exercises as you listen. 
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Black Beauty 

 

Mr Gordon had two horses called Black Beauty and Ginger which pulled 

his carriage.  Mr Gordon was making a long journey.  He had stopped at 

an inn and the two horses had been put into the stable for the night.     

 

Late at night Black Beauty woke up feeling very uncomfortable.  The 

air was thick with smoke.  Something was crackling. Ginger was 

coughing.  All the other horses were awake and they were frightened 

too. They all knew that they were in danger. 

 

At last, a stable boy came in to untie the horses.  He untied all the 

horses but he could not get any of them to move. The horses had 

never seen the stable boy before, so they did not trust him. 

 

The fresh air that had come in by the open door made it easier to 

breathe.  There was a red light flickering on the wall.   Outside 

someone was shouting, ‘Fire! The roof might fall down.’  Another voice 

cried, ‘We may lose all the horses!’  The flames were growing bigger.   

 

It was then when Mr Gordon entered the stables, took the scarf which 

he always wore around his neck and tied it lightly over Black Beauty’s 

eyes. Then he led out his horse safe in the yard. He slipped the scarf 

off the horse’s eyes and shouted for somebody to take Black Beauty.  

A tall man took hold of Black Beauty while Mr Gordon darted back into 

the stable for the other horse.  There was a lot of noise and 

movement in the yard.  Horses and carriages were taken out of all the 

stables in case the fire should spread.  Thanks to Mr Gordon both 

horses were safe. 
Adapted from Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

 
 

Listen to the exercises and complete them.  

(leave a pause between each number) 
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Number 1: True, False or No Information Given. Mark with a 

cross (X) the correct answer. The first one has been done for 

you. 
 

(a)      Black Beauty and Ginger were two horses. 

   The correct answer is TRUE. (pause) 
(b) Mr Gordon used the horses to pull his carriage. 

   Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(c)     The horses were too frightened to leave the stables. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(d) The horses were in danger. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(e)     Two persons lost their life because of the fire. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(f)     Mr Gordon slept in the stable with the horses. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 

Number 2: Mark the correct answer with a cross (X). The first 

one has been done for you. 

(i) The accident happened 

(a) in the afternoon. 

(b) in the middle of the night. 

(c) early in the morning. (pause) 
    The correct answer is (b) in the middle of the night. 

 

(ii) A stable boy entered into the stables   

(a) to feed the horses. 

(b) to count the horses. 

(c) to rescue the horses.  

    Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 

(iii) It was hard for the stable boy to untie the horses because 

(a) it was dark inside. 

(b) the horses did not trust him. 

(c) he did not have the keys of the stables.  

    Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
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Number 3: Mr Gordon stopped at an inn to spend the night. 

Put the sentences in order. Insert the correct number in the box.  

  

A stable boy tried to untie the horses. 

The two horses had been put in the stable for the night. (number 1) 

Smoke was coming out from the stables.     

The men were afraid to lose all the horses. 

     

Number 4: Complete the sentence. 

 

Mr Gordon was a brave man because he ______________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 (Allow the students 30 seconds to answer the question) 
 

Listen to the passage again. You may complete any unanswered 

questions while listening to the text.  

 

Look at Task Two. 

 

Black Beauty 

 

Mr Gordon had two horses called Black Beauty and Ginger which pulled 

his carriage.  Mr Gordon was making a long journey.  He had stopped at 

an inn and the two horses had been put into the stable for the night.     

 

Late at night Black Beauty woke up feeling very uncomfortable.  The 

air was thick with smoke.  Something was crackling. Ginger was 

coughing.  All the other horses were awake and they were frightened 

too. They all knew that they were in danger. 

 

At last, a stable boy came in to untie the horses.  He untied all the 

horses but he could not get any of them to move. The horses had 

never seen the stable boy before, so they did not trust him. 
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The fresh air that had come in by the open door made it easier to 

breathe.  There was a red light flickering on the wall.   Outside 

someone was shouting, ‘Fire! The roof might fall down.’  Another voice 

cried, ‘We may lose all the horses!’  The flames were growing bigger.   

 

It was then when Mr Gordon entered the stables, took the scarf which 

he always wore around his neck and tied it lightly over Black Beauty’s 

eyes. Then he led out his horse safe in the yard. He slipped the scarf 

off the horse’s eyes and shouted for somebody to take Black Beauty.  

A tall man took hold of Black Beauty while Mr Gordon darted back into 

the stable for the other horse.  There was a lot of noise and 

movement in the yard.  Horses and carriages were taken out of all the 

stables in case the fire should spread.  Thanks to Mr Gordon both 

horses were safe. 
Adapted from Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

 
 

Listen to the exercises and complete them.  

(leave a pause between each number) 
 

Number 1: True, False or No Information Given. Mark with a 

cross (X) the correct answer. The first one has been done for 

you. 
 

(a)      Black Beauty and Ginger were two horses. 

   The correct answer is TRUE. (pause) 
(b) Mr Gordon used the horses to pull his carriage. 

   Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(c)     The horses were too frightened to leave the stables. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(d) The horses were in danger. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(e)     Two persons lost their life because of the fire. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
(f)     Mr Gordon slept in the stable with the horses. 

      Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
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Number 2: Mark the correct answer with a cross (X). The first 

one has been done for you. 

(i) The accident happened 

(a) in the afternoon. 

(b) in the middle of the night. 

(c) early in the morning. (pause) 
    The correct answer is (b) in the middle of the night. 

 

(ii) A stable boy entered into the stables   

(a) to feed the horses. 

(b) to count the horses. 

(c) to rescue the horses.  

    Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 

(iii) It was hard for the stable boy to untie the horses because 

(a) it was dark inside. 

(b) the horses did not trust him. 

(c) he did not have the keys of the stables.  

    Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
  

Number 3: Mr Gordon stopped at an inn to spend the night. 

Put the sentences in order. Insert the correct number in the box.  
  
A stable boy tried to untie the horses. 

The two horses had been put in the stable for the night. (number 1) 

Smoke was coming out from the stables.     

The men were afraid to lose all the horses. 
     

Number 4: Complete the sentence. 

Mr Gordon was a brave man because he ______________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 (Allow the students 30 seconds to answer the question) 
 

You now have some time to check your answers. (3 minutes) 
This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening 

examination. 


