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Comprehension 1           (6 marks) 

Read all the information given about the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Andy Spiteri        Name: Simon Sultana      Name: Greg Pace 

Age:       11         Age:         13                    Age:        14 

Hobby: Music (violin)       Hobby:  Photography       Hobby:  Writing Poems 

Pets: A Guinea Pig       Pets:  None    Pets:  A Dog (Labrador) 

Lives in:  Sliema       Lives in:   Pieta’            Lives in:    Mosta 

 

 

 

Now Tick (  ) the person that matches the information given. The 

first one has been done for you.  

  Andy  Simon Greg 

1 He plays the violin.    

2 He lives in Sliema.    

3 He likes photography.    

4 He loves writing poems.    

5 He is 13 years old.    

6 He owns a Labrador.    

7 His surname is Pace.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

San Gorg Preca College, Half Yearly Exams, English Yr 6                                            Page 3 of 7 

Comprehension 2            (24 marks) 

 

LOOK OUT BUSY-BODY 

 

SECTION 1 

 

Busy-Body the elf was always poking his nose into everything. He knew 

everyone’s business and told everyone’s secrets. He was a perfect 

little nuisance. 

 

He peeped here and poked there. If Dame Twig had a new hen, he 

knew all about it. If Mr Round had a new hat, he knew exactly what it 

was like, and where it was from. He was a real little busybody, so his 

name was a very good one. 

 

One day Madame Soapsuds came to live in Chestnut Village, where 

Busy-Body’s cottage was. She arrived in a small van labelled ‘Laundry 

Goods. With Very Great Care’. She wouldn’t let the removal men 

unpack the van, telling them she wished to do it herself. 

 

Busy-Body was very curious, of course. Why should she want to unpack 

the van herself? Was there something magic in it that she didn’t want 

anyone else to see? 

 

He decided to hide in the front garden and watch till Madame 

Soapsuds took out whatever was in that little van. 
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Questions on Section 1            (6 marks) 

 

1.  Underline the best answer to complete the sentence 

i) Busy-Body was an (elephant, elf, eskimo). 

 

ii) ‘Busy-Body was always poking his nose into everything.’   

One word to describe him is (inquisitive, indifferent, 

worried)  

 

iii) Busy-Body   i)  peeped there and poked there.  

ii) poked here and peeped here. 

iii) peeped here and poked there. 

 

      

2. Read the following sentences. Put a T if the sentence is true, an 

F if it is false and an N if there is no information given in the 

passage.    

a)  Busy-Body never kept secrets to himself. 
 

b)  Busy-Body was ten years old.  

c)  Busy-Body lived in Chestnut village.  

d)  Madame Soapsuds used to live in Strawberry 

Hills. 

 

e)  The removal men unpacked the van.  

f)  There were clothes in the van.  
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SECTION 2   

        

That night, before the moon was up, Madame Soapsuds came out into 

the garden, and went over to the van. But before she opened the door, 

she said a little magic rhyme:  

 

‘If anyone is hiding, they must go a-riding, on this witch’s stick.’ 
 

She tossed an old broomstick onto the floor. Though he tried to 

escape, it swept poor Busy-Body out from behind the bush where he 

was hiding, and carried him into the air, feeling very frightened 

indeed.  ‘Ho, ho!’ said Madame Soapsuds.  ‘I had an idea you were trying 

to poke your silly little nose into my business. Better stay away from 

me. I keep my secrets!’ 
 

So, while Busy-Body rose high above the village, Madame Soapsuds 

quickly and quietly unpacked that secret little van, and nobody saw her. 

Busy-Body had a dreadful night. It was windy and cold. He wasn’t used 

to riding broomsticks. It was most uncomfortable, and very jerky, so 

he had to cling too tightly. He felt sure the stick was jerking on 

purpose. 
 

When the sun came up, the broomstick landed, leaving Busy-Body stiff, 

cold and very angry. How dare Madame Soapsuds treat him like that! 

He’d find out all her secrets, no matter what! Madame Soapsuds told 

everyone what had happened and they laughed. ‘How do you like riding 

at night?’ they teased. 

 

Busy-Body scowled. He hoped no one would like Madame Soapsuds. But 

they did like her, and very much too. She ran a fine laundry. They 

could take a bag of washing to her in the morning and have it back, 

washed, mangled, dried and ironed at teatime.  

 

She wouldn’t let anyone watch her at work. ‘No,’ she said, ‘I like to 

work alone, thank you.’  ‘She’s got some special magic secret at work,’ 

said Busy-Body to everyone. ‘She couldn’t possibly do all the washing 

herself.’  

 

Adapted from ‘The Flopperty Bird and Other Stories’ by Enid Blyton 



 

San Gorg Preca College, Half Yearly Exams, English Yr 6                                            Page 6 of 7 

 Questions on Section 2      (10 marks) 

 

3. What did Madame Soapsuds do before opening the door?    

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

4. Where was Busy-Body hiding?         

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

5. Underline the correct answer. 

 How did Busy-Body feel after the broomstick landed?       

overjoyed annoyed excited 

 

6. How was the weather that night?            

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

7. Give the meaning of these words in bold as used in the passage. 

 

 

 

dreadful:  

teased:  

cling:  
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Questions on BOTH sections       (8 marks) 

 

11. Which word in the text tells us that Busy-Body was an annoying 

person?  ___________________.  

        

12. Underline the  word that means the same as ‘scowled’.        

   

frowned smiled promoted 

 

13. How do we know that the broomstick landed the following 

morning? 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

14. How do we know that Madame Soapsuds’ Laundry was efficient 

and professional?          

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

15. Why do you think Madame Soapsuds did not let anyone watch her 

at work?           

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

 


