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SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2014 
 

 

Welcome children. During this session you will be listening to two 

passages. You may now look at Task One. (Allow a 30 second pause 
while students familiarise themselves with the paper.) 

 

Procedure for Task One 

 

Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. 

Now listen to these facts about Mercury. If you wish you may 

start completing the exercises as you listen. 

 

Facts about Mercury 

Position and distance from the Sun 

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun.  It is not, however, very 

close, since it is 58 million kilometres away from the Sun!  

Size 

Mercury is quite a small planet.  Its diameter, the distance right round 

its middle, is only 4990 kilometres.   

Movement 

Like all the other planets, Mercury orbits round the Sun, but its orbit 

lasts for only 88 days.  The Earth’s orbit lasts for 365 days and 
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http://www.planetsforkids.org/star-sun.html
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Neptune’s orbit takes 164 years! Unlike the Earth and most 

other planets, Mercury turns very slowly on its axis, taking 59 days to 

complete the turn from day to night. 

Surface 

The surface of Mercury is covered with craters and is completely dry.  

There is no possibility of life on Mercury. The first photographs of 

the surface of Mercury were taken by the USA Space Agency, NASA.  

The Mariner 10 spacecraft passed close to the planet in 1974 and 1975 

and took very clear photographs. NASA’s latest mission to Mercury is 

called Messenger.  The Messenger spacecraft entered Mercury’s orbit 

in March 2011. From Messenger we know that Mercury has a large 

number of deep and irregular pits.   

Can Mercury be seen? 

Mercury is one of five planets that can be seen without using a 

telescope. When you look at the sky at night, the planets do not 

twinkle in the way that stars do. Mercury is not very easy to see, but 

it can be seen low in the West just after sunset; or in the East just 

before dawn. 

Adapted from Planets For Kids http://www.planetsforkids.org/page-

contact_us.html 

Listen to the sentences. Underline the correct word in each 

sentence. The first one has been done for you. (leave a pause 
between each number) 
 

A) Underline the correct word.  

 

1. Mercury is (58 million, 63 million, 71 million) kilometres 

away from the Sun. 

The correct answer is 58 million kilometres. 

http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet-mercury.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/page-contact_us.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/page-contact_us.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/star-sun.html
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2. Mercury turns (slowly, fast, quickly) on its axis. 

3. The (Mariner 9, Mariner 10, Mariner 11) spacecraft passed close 

to Mercury in 1974 and 1975. 

4. Mercury can be seen low in the (West, North, East) just after 

sunset. 

5. Mercury can be seen low in the (West, North, East) just before 

dawn. 

 

Listen to the sentences. Fill in with the correct word. The first 

one has been done for you.  

 

 

B) Fill in the blanks with one suitable word. The first one has   

been done for you:        

1. Mercury is the _________ planet to the Sun.  

The correct answer is closest. 

2. Mercury takes _________ days to complete the turn from day 

to night. 

3. The surface of Mercury is _________. 

4. The first _________ of the surface of Mercury were taken by 

the USA Space Agency, NASA. 

5. Unlike some other planets, Mercury can be ___________ 

without using a telescope. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet-mercury.html
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Now listen to the passage again. 

 

Facts about Mercury 

Position and distance from the Sun 

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun.  It is not, however, very 

close, since it is 58 million kilometres away from the Sun!  

Size 

Mercury is quite a small planet.  Its diameter, the distance right round 

its middle, is only 4990 kilometres.   

Movement 

Like all the other planets, Mercury orbits round the Sun, but its orbit 

lasts for only 88 days.  The Earth’s orbit lasts for 365 days and 

Neptune’s orbit takes 164 years! Unlike the Earth and most 

other planets, Mercury turns very slowly on its axis, taking 59 days to 

complete the turn from day to night. 

Surface 

The surface of Mercury is covered with craters and is completely dry.  

There is no possibility of life on Mercury. The first photographs of 

the surface of Mercury were taken by the USA Space Agency, NASA.  

The Mariner 10 spacecraft passed close to the planet in 1974 and 1975 

and took very clear photographs. NASA’s latest mission to Mercury is 

called Messenger.  The Messenger spacecraft entered Mercury’s orbit 

in March 2011. From Messenger we know that Mercury has a large 

number of deep and irregular pits.   

Can Mercury be seen? 

Mercury is one of five planets that can be seen without using a 

telescope. When you look at the sky at night, the planets do not 

twinkle in the way that stars do. Mercury is not very easy to see, but 

http://www.planetsforkids.org/star-sun.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet-earth.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet-mercury.html
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it can be seen low in the West just after sunset; or in the East just 

before dawn. 

Adapted from Planets For Kids http://www.planetsforkids.org/page-

contact_us.html 

Listen to the sentences. Underline the correct word in each 

sentence. The first one has been done for you. (leave a pause 
between each number) 
 

A) Underline the correct word.  

 

1. Mercury is (58 million, 63 million, 71 million) kilometres 

away from the Sun. 

      The correct answer is 58 million kilometres. 

2. Mercury turns (slowly, fast, quickly) on its axis. 

3. The (Mariner 9, Mariner 10, Mariner 11) spacecraft passed close 

to Mercury in 1974 and 1975. 

4. Mercury can be seen low in the (West, North, East) just after 

sunset. 

5. Mercury can be seen low in the (West, North, East) just before 

dawn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.planetsforkids.org/page-contact_us.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/page-contact_us.html
http://www.planetsforkids.org/star-sun.html
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Listen to the sentences. Fill in with the correct word. The first 

one has been done for you.  

 

B) Fill in the blanks with one suitable word. The first one has  

been done for you:        

 

1. Mercury is the _________ planet to the Sun.  

a. The correct answer is closest. 

2. Mercury takes _________ days to complete the turn from day 

to night. 

3. The surface of Mercury is _________. 

4. The first _________ of the surface of Mercury were taken by 

the USA Space Agency, NASA. 

5. Unlike some other planets, Mercury can be ___________ 

without using a telescope. 

 

You now have one minute to check your answers. (1 minute) 
This is the end of Task One. 

 

Now we are going to proceed to Task Two. 

 

Procedure for Task Two 

 

Look at Task Two. 

(Allow a 30 second pause while students familiarise themselves with 
the pages.) 
 

Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. If you wish 

you may start completing the exercises as you listen. 

 

http://www.planetsforkids.org/planet-mercury.html


San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams, English Listening- Teacher’s Copy Year 6  Page 7 of 12 

 

Foggy Figure  

Justin and Mary woke up early, even though they were on holiday at 

their uncle’s lake house. The night before, Uncle Thomas had told them 

about the Foggy Figure that haunts the lake. Justin and Mary were 

determined to see the ghostly creature before their holiday was over. 

“Is it foggy outside?” Mary asked, as Justin peered out of the window. 

“Yes! Let’s go!” It was only five in the morning, so everyone else in the 

house was still asleep. Mary followed Justin out of the door, down the 

back steps, and out onto the boat dock. The fog had settled over the 

lake, making it impossible to see anything. “Do you see anything?” Mary 

asked, leaning forward for a closer look. 

“Nothing. Do you think Uncle Thomas was just trying to scare us with 

that story?” asked Justin. Mary shook her head. “Remember what 

Uncle Thomas said? The Foggy Figure haunts the lake. Maybe that’s 

why we can’t see it. The people in the story were in boats.”  

“Do you really want to go out on the water?! Mum and Dad will be really 

angry if we go out on the lake alone in this fog,” Justin said. “Maybe we 

don’t have to go anywhere.” Mary replied. “We could sit in the boat 

while it’s docked. That wouldn’t be dangerous.”  

“Okay.” Justin crept toward the end of the dock. He could barely see 

the outline of the boat. “I’ll go first.” He carefully lowered himself 

into the boat and then reached for Mary’s hand. At some point Mary 

turned around and screamed, “The Foggy Figure!” It was in the boat 

with them! Justin and Mary hugged each other in fear, but then they 

heard a laugh. Justin leaned toward the Foggy Figure, “Uncle Thomas?” 

“I knew that story would get you two out of bed early enough to take a 

boat ride with me.” Mary sighed, happy there was no Foggy Figure 

after all. Justin looked relieved too. 

 

Adapted from Foggy Figure by Kelly Hashway 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 

(leave a 3 second pause between each number) 
  

Number 1 : Answer ‘True’, ‘False’ or ‘No Information Given’ by 

marking with a cross (X). The first one has been done for you.  

 

a. Justin and Mary were at their uncle’s lake house.  

The correct answer is TRUE. (pause) 
b. Their uncle was called Peter.  

Mark the correct box now. (pause)    

c. The children were determined to see the foggy figure before 

their holiday was over.  

d. The children sat in the boat while it was docked. 

e. In the end the children realised that the story of the Foggy 

Figure was true.    

f. Mum and Dad were very angry when the children told them that 

they went out on the lake alone.  

  

 

Number 2: Mark the correct answer with a cross (X). The first 

one has been done for you. 

 

i. The children’s uncle told them that the foggy figure haunts the: 

a. street   

b. lake  

c. whole country 

The correct answer is (b) lake. 

 

ii. The children went out on the boat dock in the morning: 

a. at 3 o’clock.   

b. at 4 o’clock. 

c. at 5 o’clock.  
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iii. The children could not see anything because: 

a. the fog had settled over the lake.   

b. they were both blind.  

c. it was very dark.  

 

Number 3 :  Put the sentences in order. Insert the correct number 

in the box.   

        

They sat on the boat while it was docked.  

The children went out on the boat dock.  

It was their uncle!  

Justin and Mary hugged each other in fear.  
 

So, the first sentence is The children went out on the boat dock. 

 

Number 4 : Complete the sentence.         

At the end of the story, the uncle told the children that he knew 

____________________________________________________. 

(Allow the students 30 seconds to answer the question) 
 
Listen to the passage again. You may complete any unanswered 

questions while listening to the text. 

 

 

Foggy Figure  

Justin and Mary woke up early, even though they were on holiday at 

their uncle’s lake house. The night before, Uncle Thomas had told them 

about the Foggy Figure that haunts the lake. Justin and Mary were 

determined to see the ghostly creature before their holiday was over. 

“Is it foggy outside?” Mary asked, as Justin peered out of the window. 

“Yes! Let’s go!” It was only five in the morning, so everyone else in the 

house was still asleep. Mary followed Justin out of the door, down the 

back steps, and out onto the boat dock. The fog had settled over the 
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lake, making it impossible to see anything. “Do you see anything?” Mary 

asked, leaning forward for a closer look. 

“Nothing. Do you think Uncle Thomas was just trying to scare us with 

that story?” asked Justin. Mary shook her head. “Remember what 

Uncle Thomas said? The Foggy Figure haunts the lake. Maybe that’s 

why we can’t see it. The people in the story were in boats.”  

“Do you really want to go out on the water?! Mum and Dad will be really 

angry if we go out on the lake alone in this fog,” Justin said.  “Maybe 

we don’t have to go anywhere.” Mary replied. “We could sit in the boat 

while it’s docked. That wouldn’t be dangerous.”  

“Okay.” Justin crept toward the end of the dock. He could barely see 

the outline of the boat. “I’ll go first.” He carefully lowered himself 

into the boat and then reached for Mary’s hand. At some point Mary 

turned around and screamed, “The Foggy Figure!” It was in the boat 

with them! Justin and Mary hugged each other in fear, but then they 

heard a laugh. Justin leaned toward the Foggy Figure, “Uncle Thomas?” 

“I knew that story would get you two out of bed early enough to take a 

boat ride with me.” Mary sighed, happy there was no Foggy Figure 

after all. Justin looked relieved too. 

 

Adapted from Foggy Figure by Kelly Hashway 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 

(leave a 3 second pause between each number) 
  

Number 1 : Answer ‘True’, ‘False’ or ‘No Information Given’ by 

marking with a cross (X). The first one has been done for you.  

 

a. Justin and Mary were at their uncle’s lake house.  

The correct answer is TRUE. (pause) 
b. Their uncle was called Peter.  

Mark the correct box now. (pause)    

c. The children were determined to see the foggy figure before 

their holiday was over.  

d. The children sat in the boat while it was docked. 

e. In the end the children realised that the story of the Foggy 

Figure was true.    

f. Mum and Dad were very angry when the children told them that 

they went out on the lake alone.  

  

 

Number 2: Mark the correct answer with a cross (X). The first 

one has been done for you. 

 

i. The children’s uncle told them that the foggy figure haunts the: 

a. street   

b. lake  

c. whole country 

The correct answer is (b) lake. 

 

ii. The children went out on the boat dock in the morning: 

a. at 3 o’clock.   

b. at 4 o’clock. 

c. at 5 o’clock. 
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iii. The children could not see anything because: 

a. the fog had settled over the lake.   

b. they were both blind.  

c. it was very dark.  

 

Number 3 :  Put the sentences in order. Insert the correct number 

in the box.   

        

They sat on the boat while it was docked.  

The children went out on the boat dock.  

It was their uncle!  

Justin and Mary hugged each other in fear.  
 

So, the first sentence is The children went out on the boat dock. 

 

Number 4 : Complete the sentence.         

At the end of the story, the uncle told the children that he knew 

____________________________________________________. 

 

 (Allow the students 30 seconds to answer the question) 
 
You now have some time to check your answers. (3 minutes) 

 

This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening 

examination. 


