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SAN GORG PRECA COLLEGE 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2015 

Reading Comprehension       (20 marks) 
Section A:  
(Award marks for comprehension.  No marks are to be deducted for 
punctuation, spelling and tense mistakes.  Deduct ½mark for every 
incomplete answer and incorrect syntax. Not more than ½mark per sentence 
is to be deducted.) 
A. Underline the correct answer:  (4 marks) 

1. school  2. in a meeting  3. excited  4. dogs                                                                     
B. Answer the following questions from the text: (1mark X 5 = 5 marks) 

1. Trevor put his key on the table next to the sofa.     
2. The two German Shepherds were called Molly and Ajax.  
3. Trevor turned on the television.  
4. Trevor picked up two tennis balls to play with the dogs. 
5. His mother insisted on keeping the wooden bar in the door because she 

said it provided extra protection. 
C. Underline any 2 verbs in the following sentence:  (½ mark each)                         

Watching, eating, should, was bored (do not except bored or was 
alone), 
 

SECTION B: Answer the following questions: 
A.Tick to show whether each sentence is True or False:       (4 marks) 

1. False  2. True  3. False  4. False 
 B:  Answer the following questions from the text:       

1. Trevor decided to go back inside because they; were tired/ needed to 
warm up/were cold.            (1 mark) 

2. When Trevor peeked in, he saw the bar was back in the door and his 
cat, Misha, was lying against it, sleeping in the sunlight.       (1 mark) 

Year 5 ENGLISH Marking Scheme 

Reading Comprehension, Language and Writing 
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3. No, because he got locked outside in the cold and had to wait until his 
parents arrived back home. (Accept any other suitable answers)(2 
marks)          

C. Find another word from the passage which means: 
1. several    2. rushed   (1 mark X 2 = 2 marks) 
 
B. Language Task              (10 marks) 
1. Fill in with a suitable preposition. The first one has been done for you. 

with, after,  under, next/near, in (5 X 1 mark=5 marks) 
2. Fill in the blanks with verbs in the box below. The first one has been done 

for you.       (10 X ½mark = 5 marks) 
1. was  2. landed  3. failed  4.opened    
5. sneaked  6. had  7. passed  8. losing 
9.began  10. felt  11. entered 
 

C.Written Tasks        (30 marks) 
(Deduct ½mark for each sentence if any tense and / or syntax mistakes 
occur.  Not more than 1 mark is to be deducted per sentence.  Deduct ½mark 
overall for any spelling mistakes.  Any incomplete sentence forfeits the 
mark.) 
 
Indicate the importance of using the words next, first, after that and finally 
when writing the insturctions of making a toasted cheese sandwich. 
 

Composition  (20 marks) 
 
The mark is to be an impression mark to check the child's ability to write 
correct sentence structures and a choice and range of vocabulary. The writing 
should have correct spelling, punctuation and an orderly presentation. 
 
Very Good - The writing is constructed in an appropriately chosen form showing 
the development of the theme.  Detail and sequence are managed well. Ideas are 
organised appropriately into paragraphs and used effectively. The writing 
presents confident sentence structures, choice and range of vocabulary, style 
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and skill in communicating. Accurate writing places the composition high up on 
the band. 
 
Satisfactory - The composition shows competence in the use of language to 
communicate. The writing is coherent with the beginning, middle and end suitably 
distinguished. Ideas or events are logically related. The approach used might not 
be that exciting or original. lost sentences are correctly demarcated showing an 
understanding of sentence structures and fairly valid punctuation usage. There are 
mistakes, perhaps occasional gross ones, but not so many as to affect 
comprehension, or create incoherence. 
 
Poor - The writing shows some awareness of the basic knowledge of composition 
writing, perhaps even having an opening and a conclusion, but it contains parts 
that show a significant inability to communicate immediately with the reader. 
Capital letters and full stops sometimes demarcate the ideas and sentences, but 
there are too many mistakes in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation and idiom, 
making communication nearly or almost impossible. 
 
While correcting follow the following procedure: 

i) On a rough sheet list strengths and weaknesses along these lines: 
a) Strengths – presentation, paragraphing, sentence structure; 
b) Weaknesses - punctuation, spelling, some obscurity; 

(ii) In the light of your assessment of work as a whole, and taking into account: 
a)  content; b) expression; c) accuracy; 

Place the writing in one of the three main bands on the grid below; then 
using your rough strengths / weaknesses list, place the writing in the 
appropriate sub-band on the band chosen. 
This should give a fairly standardised mark for the compositions. 

VERY GOOD Competent 20 19 18 17 16 
SATISFACTORY Pass 15 14 13 12 11 

POOR Weak 10 9 8 
— 

7 6 
Very weak S 4 3 -- 

2 
1 

Writing which is "Out of point" or "Obviously memorised" should be penalised 
by starting at 9 marks respectively. Assessment is then at the marker's 
discretion. 

END OF PAPER 


