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Comprehension 1: 
Read all the information given about a Birthday invitation:              (10 marks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Now underline the correct answer that matches the information given. 

The first one has been done for you:  

1. This is an invite for a:   a) carnival party, b) birthday party, c) wedding. 
2. The date of the party is on the:   a) 14th January, b) 14th February,        

c) 28th February. 
3. The street’s name is:    a) 54, b) Cross Street, c) Surprise Street. 
4. The party will start at:    a) 3.30pm, b) 6.30pm, c) 5.30pm. 
5. One can contact the persons involved by:    a) e-mail, b) letter, c) sms. 
6. The guests should be there by:    a) 2.45pm, b) 3.30pm, c) 3.00pm. 
7. Peter will arrive:    a) before the guests, b) with the guests, c) after the 

guests. 
8. Guests shouldn’t park cars:    a) in the surroundings, b) in front of the 

church, c) in the garage. 
9. Who is organizing the party:    a) Peter, b) Lisa, c) Mark? 
10. The party will finish at:    a) 3.00pm, b) 3.30pm, c) 8.00pm. 
11. How old will Peter be on the 14th February 2015:   a) 14, b) 11, c) 13. 
 

It’s a Surprise! 
Celebrate Peter’s 11th Birthday 
Date: 14th February 2015 
Address: 13, Cross Street, Naxxar 
Time: 3.00pm – 8.00pm 

Please make sure you don’t park your car in the 
surroundings.  Be here by 3.00pm as Peter will arrive at 
3.30pm.  Kindly send a message on 99654321.   

See you, Lisa. 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams 2014-15, English Yr 6 Page 3 of 7 

 
Comprehension 2:                  (20 marks) 

The Strange Butterfly 
SECTION 1: 
There was once a man who collected butterflies.  He used to go 
out in the countryside with a net and look for any butterfly he 
didn’t have in his collection, and try to catch it. 
Then he would pop the butterfly into his poison-pot.  It would go to sleep 
there and never wake up again.  Then the man would take it out, spread its 
wings out to show them properly, and put it into his butterfly box. 
One day he went out with his net to look for butterflies.  He could only see 
butterflies he knew very well and that he already had in his collection.  “This 
is not going to be my lucky day,” he said to himself.  Then quite suddenly he 
saw the most beautiful butterfly sitting on a flower.  It was very big and had 
blue and silver wings with red spots. 
“I’ve never seen one like that before!” said the man to himself, and he crept 
up behind it very softly and very slowly.  He lifted his net and then 
suddenly he brought it down, crash!  The beautiful butterfly was 
caught.  It began to make a noise.  It squeaked in a high voice.  It 
fluttered in fright round the big net and tried its very hardest to get 
out.  
The man put his hand into the net and to his great surprise, the butterfly bit 
him on the finger.  He cried out in pain and looked at his bleeding finger. A 
girl playing nearby saw him, approached him and looked at him in surprise.  
“This butterfly bit me!” the man yelled. 
“Butterflies don’t bite,” said the little girl.  “They have no teeth.  All they 
have is a sort of tongue they can unroll and dip into flowers to get the 
honey.” 
“Now don’t try to teach me anything about butterflies!” said the man, 
crossly.  “I have collected them all my life.  And this one certainly bit me.” 
The little girl saw that the butterfly in the net was beginning to flutter again.  
It called out in a tiny squeak of a voice.  “Let me out! Save me, save me!” 
“You’ve caught a fairy, not a butterfly!” said the little girl. 
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Questions on Section 1:                    (6 marks) 
 
1. Underline the best answer to complete the sentences:       (½mark each) 

 
a) The man used to go to the (countryside, park, football ground) to catch 

butterflies. 
 

b) He used to put butterflies into a poison-pot to:             (½ mark each) 
 

a) have a nap. 
b) sleep and never wake up. 
c) become more beautiful. 

 
 
2. True (T), False (F), or No Information Given (NIG).  Read the following 

sentences and tick () the correct box. 
         (½ mark each) 

  T F NIG 
a. The man used to catch butterflies with the help of a jar.    
b. He had a collection of butterflies.    
c. He used to hang the collection in his office.    
d. After catching a butterfly, he put it into a poison-pot.    
e. The strange butterfly had silver wings with yellow spots.    
f. Butterflies can speak.    
g. A bear bit the man and his finger started bleeding.    
h. Butterflies have teeth.    
i. Instead of a butterfly the man caught a fairy.    
j. The fairy was 12 years old.    
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Section 2:                    (14 marks) 

“There aren’t such things as fairies,” said the 
man.  “You really are a silly little girl.  I don’t 
believe in fairies and never did.” 
“Well, you’ll never be able to see one, then,” said 
the little girl.  “That’s why you can’t see that this 
is a really beautiful fairy.  Let her go, please.” 

“Certainly not!” exclaimed the man.  “It is going to be put into my poison-
pot.”  “Oh, no! You mustn’t kill a fairy.  It’s horrid enough to have to kill 
butterflies but it would be wicked to kill a fairy.  I’ll set her free,” protested 
the girl. 
The man grabbed the fairy from the net, opened his poison-pot and popped it 
inside.  He put the lid on and there was the fairy, breathing the poisoned air 
in the pot.  The little girl began to cry but she couldn’t do anything.  The man 
set off again with his butterfly net. 
“I’d better follow him!” thought the girl.  So she did.  Very soon, the man sat 
down, leaned his head against the trunk of a tree and fell fast asleep. 
“Now’s my chance!” thought the little girl and she crept up to where the man 
had put the poison-pot. She took it and opened it. 
The poor little fairy was fast asleep inside.  “Perhaps she will never wake up 
again,” she thought.  “Oh dear! I’ll put her here in the shade of this big leaf, 
and fan her a little.”  To her great delight the tiny fairy stirred at last, 
stretched her lovely silver and blue wings and sat up. 
“I feel ill,” she said. “You saved me from that horrid man, didn’t you?”   “You 
are a dear little girl! I’ll give you three wishes! You can wish them whenever 
you like!” 
She flew off on her pretty wings.  The little girl looked at the sleeping man.  
She saw that he had a small gold watch in his waistcoat pocket and she 
giggled.  She gently took out the ticking watch, popped it into the poison-pot 
and put the lid on. What a surprise he’ll get when he finds his beautiful 
butterfly is gone and his watch is in the pot instead! 

Adapted from ‘Tales of Toyland and other stories’ by Enid Blyton 
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Questions on Section 2: 
3. Why was the man not able to see the fairy? 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________(1 mark) 

 
4. Match the words that have the same meaning. The first one has been done 

for you. (1 mark each) 
a)  horrid  seized 

b)  wicked  evil 

c)  grabbed a dreadful 

d)  giggled  chuckle 

 
5. Underline the correct answer:           (1 mark) 

In order to save the fairy, the girl decided to:  
a) break the poison-pot. 
b) follow the man. 
c) call other fairies. 

 
6. What did the girl do when she got the fairy out from the poison-pot? 

 
a) _____________________________________________________ 

 
b) ______________________________________________ (2 marks) 

 
7. How did the fairy thank the little girl for saving her? 

 
 
 
_________________________________________________(1 mark) 
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Questions on BOTH sections:  

8. Put these sentences in order by writing the numbers (1-4) in the box next 
to the sentence:                       (½ mark each) 

 Then he used to spread the butterflies’ wings to show them properly. 

 The man used to catch the butterflies with a net. 

 After that he used to put them in the poison-pot to sleep for ever. 

 He would put them in the butterfly-box. 

  
9. Underline the word that means the same as crept: 

                (1 mark) 
a) ran b) walked c) crawled 

 
10. Why don’t butterflies bite? 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________(1 mark) 

 
11. What did the girl put inside the poison pot? 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________(1 mark) 

 
12. If you were the girl, what would one of your wishes be? 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________(1 marks) 


